
So, we went to California!  As we shared in the last newsletter, we have had a longing to go to Bethel 
Church (bethel.tv) in Redding, CA to receive ministry, prayer, and just to check out what the Spirit is doing 
there.  After years of waiting, we finally made it there on the last stop on what we had dubbed the “HOPE 
Journey.”
As is apparent, we did not come home with the full manifestation of healing that we were (and still are) asking 
for, but the Lord did touch our hearts in a tangible way.  This was our hope on the journey. We went seeking 
an impartation of hope and joy and peace in believing and that is what the Lord gave us.  Though the fullness 
of healing hasn’t come, and the residual effects of the trip are wearing off, we wouldn’t trade the experience for 
anything.
Our first stop in Indiana at the House of Prayer Evansville was refreshing as we were able to see old friends 
from our IHOPKC internship, and be ministered to by many friends new and old.  Andrew was also able to 
help in building the HOP (literally) as they are currently preparing to move to a new building.  Constructing 
HOPE’s new sound booth from the ground-up was equally as refreshing because while our prayers have great 
eternal impact, their results are often not as measurable and tangible in the natural.  This is doubly so as an 
“intercessory Missionary” whose primary occupation is prayer, and so sometimes you need to see “fresh-cut lines 
in the grass.” 
After HOPE, we went to KC. Again we were able to connect with many of our closest friends and those we 
consider family.  But more than that, Lily was able to attend CEC’s (Children’s Equipping Center) Signs & 
Wonders Camp.  We have always been so 
grateful for the CEC and their approach to 
equipping young believers, so we were extremely 
thankful for the opportunity to plug Lily in with 
them again.  Of course, Lily loved every minute 
of it too (as you can see in the picture)!  She kept 
saying, “I wish camp was longer!  I want to come 
back again!”  If all goes according to plan, we 
intend to enroll her what she wants next summer.  
Until then, we think she will be busy enough with 
school (1st grade!), singing in the prayer room, 
and the kids programs at our local church.  
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*If you would like to watch the “live-update” videos we posted during the Hope Journey, please visit our website

After KC, we hopped on a plane (or two) to LA.  In the (almost) 5 years that we have been married, we 
have never taken a family vacation with just the three of us—certainly never anything like traveling as far as 
California.  Any time we have traveled, we have either been with family, without Lily, meeting with doctors, or 
been on a ministry trip.  This was none of those things, and so we were able to really enjoy our time together 
and just do fun-family-touristy-things!  While in LA, we ate lots of amazing food, went to Hollywood, and spent 
two days on the beach (Lily and Lauren’s first time in the Pacific Ocean)!

From LA, we drove up the Pacific Coast Highway, through Big Sur, to San Francisco.  The whole drive up 
the coastline, all Andrew kept saying was, “Wow!” and, “That is awesome!” and, “Amazing!”  It was by-far the 
most beautiful and scenic route we have ever driven and we see why it has been rated one of the Top-5 Drives 
You Must Take Before You Die.  
In San Francisco, we ate more food, drove over the Golden Gate Bridge, saw some Redwood trees (not the 
huge ones unfortunately), and visited the famed Full House house.  Lily is a big fan of Michelle Tanner, so this 
one was on our bucket list!  
 From there, we drove to Redding and enjoyed an incredible weekend at Bethel Church. We attended all the 
weekend services, receiving prayer and ministry each time. We also spent most of Saturday being blessed in 
their healing ministry. While Lauren may not have walked out healed, we witnessed the Lord working in many 
hearts and bodies; several people even walked out without the canes/walkers they had come in with! Jesus met 
each of us while at Bethel, planting seeds of hope and vision for the future in our hearts. Our whole Hope 
Journey was an experience that we will never forget and we are so grateful that you helped make it happen!  
 Please continue to keep us in your daily prayers as Andrew prepares for an upcoming teaching series and 
Lily attends first grade at Dayton Christian Elementary School.  We are also still fighting to hold onto the hope 
that the Lord imparted to us on our journey, especially as we see Lauren’s symptoms continue to increase. 
As always, we covet your prayers and are exceedingly thankful for your continued support and partnership in 
this journey of hope.  Please continue to stand with us as we, having done all to stand, are standing on the 
words and promises of the Lord over our lives.
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Many blessings,

Andrew, Lauren & Lily


