
Awaken the Watchmen: Agreeing With God’s Desire to Find a Resting 
Place in the Earth (Ps. 132)

“1LORD, remember David, and all his afflictions: 2How he swore unto the LORD, and vowed unto 
the mighty God of Jacob; 3Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my 
bed; 4I will not give sleep to my eyes, or slumber to my eyelids, 5Until I find out a place for the LORD, 
a habitation for the mighty God of Jacob.” (Ps. 132:1-5)

I. THE VOW THAT CHANGED HISTORY

A. In Psalm 132 we catch a glimpse of the “man after God’s own heart.”  While we have no other 
passages that give direct reference to the vow, we see hints of it in many of David’s psalms (Ps. 
27:4; Ps. 69) and in much of the actions taken throughout his life (1 Chr. 22; 1 Chr. 29). 

B. David did not make–and diligently pursue–this vow in a vacuum.  He saw something.  He had a 
revelation of God’s heart and desire and a longing to see them fulfilled, even above his own 
vision, calling, and desires. 

“One thing have I desired...” (Ps. 27:4)

C. David set his affection on the house of the Lord and, with all of his might, he went after the 
vision of God’s heart.  We must do as David did! (Is. 55) THIS IS WISDOM:  Find out what God 
is doing in the earth in your generation, and throw yourself into it with wholehearted, reckless 
abandon.

“Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live; And I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you—the sure mercies of David.  Indeed I have given him as a 
witness to the people, a leader and commander for the people.” (Is. 55:3-4)

II. DAVID’S REVELATION - WHAT DID HE SEE?

A. David had unprecedented insight into God’s heart and plans, especially considering the limited 
amount of Scripture present in his day.  Like Daniel after him, the decades of his youth that 
David gave to the Lord in fasting, worship, and prayer, led him into a place of understanding, 
revelation, and encounter.  

B. David saw the House of God.  He saw, with his own eyes, the same thing that Moses, Daniel, 
Ezekiel, Isaiah, Paul, John the Beloved, and countless others saw!  He saw the Throne and the 
House of God. (Ps. 138:2; 1 Chr. 28; Acts 2:30; Ps. 119:96; )

“I have seen the consumation of all perfection!” (Ps. 119:96)

C. When he saw, he purposed in his heart to replicate.  He captured a glimpse of what God likes—
He had a blank slate when He created the Heavens, and He chose a certain pattern to exist 
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around Him.  David saw this.  Out of love, he purposed to reproduce what God likes...for the 
sake of God coming there.  He went after agreement with what God wants.

D. In 2 Chr. 6:8, Solomon testifies to the fact that David understood God’s desire for replication on 
earth as it is in heaven . (Lk. 11; Mt. 6; Dan. 7:10; Rev. 4:8, 5:8, 14:2-3, 15:2-3; Ex. 25; Heb. 
7:25, 8; Rom. 8:34; Eze. 22:30-31; Is. 59:15-16; Gal. 4:26; Ps. 138:4; Is. 56:7; etc.)

But the LORD said to my father David, “Whereas it was in your heart to build a temple for My 
name, you did well in that it was in your heart.” (2 Chr. 6:8)

E. David’s revelation was that of agreement.  Agreement looks like worship and intercession.  
Worship is agreement with who God is.  Intercession is agreement with what God wants/
promises to do.  He saw and understood that agreement is not only the most powerful form of 
spiritual warfare, but the most exalted occupation in the Kingdom of God.

III. DAVID’S RESPONSE: AGREEMENT WITH GOD’S DESIRE FOR A RESTING PLACE

A. Habitual agreement with what God wants is called FAITH (Lk. 18).  David responded to the 
desire of God’s heart by establishing, and even mandating, FAITH on Mt. Zion (paid 4000 full-
time musicians and 288 full-time singers).  David’s response was to build the House of Prayer! 
(1 Chr. 15-16; 23:5; 25:7)

1. Song is the means of shaking. Intercession, the means of God’s government.

B. David understood the principle of replication which is this: To the extent that you accurately 
portray reality is the measure that that reality can come and inhabit your replication.  This is a 
basic principle of the Hebraic and Spiritual world-views.  We see it in action throughout history, 
and God even confirms it in Exodus 25.  We again see it in Jesus.  To the extent that we 
(corporately and individually) accurately portray Him is the extent we receive the Holy Spirit.

And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I might dwell among them.  According to all that I 
show you, that is the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so 
shall you make it... (Ex. 25:8-9)

And you shall raise up the tabernacle according to its pattern which you were shown on the 
mountain.  (Ex 26:30 

C. In all of this, the GPR at IHOPKC is not the archetype of a prayer room.  Neither is the 
Tabernacle of David for that matter. The archetype of a prayer room is the Throne Room.  It is 
God, seated on the throne, surrounded by perpetual worship and intercession.  The archetype of 
the “House of Prayer for all nations” is all of Heaven itself—the city in its entirety.

D. His desire is a replication of Heaven on the earth, unto Heaven literally being on the earth as it 
was in the beginning.
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1. Ex. 25:8-9, 26:30; Rev. 4-5; Is. 6; Mt. 6:9-13; Lk. 11:1-4

E. God does not merely want a place of visitation on the earth, but is searching for a place 
prepared for the habitation of the fullness of His glory (Gen. 8:8-12).  He desires to restore the 
arena of encounter that He had with Man in the garden (Gen. 3:8).

(This is not to discount the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and our bodies as the living 
temple of Him.  That is all very real, very valuable, and non-negotiable.  There is, 
however, something more.  God desires that all three persons of the trinity would walk 
with man on the earth forever.)

“For the LORD has chosen Zion; he has desired it for his habitation. This is my resting place 
forever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it” (Ps. 132:13-14)

“…Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be 
his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.” (Rev. 21:3)

F. God’s desire is to no longer strive with man. He’s looking for a place of rest where he no 
longer has to contend with us or for us; a place where we are holy like He is holy (1Pt. 1:16).  
When all things are “very good” (according to what He establishes and names good), He can 
rest.

“And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man...” (Gen. 6:3)

“And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good…Thus the heavens 
and the earth were finished... and he RESTED on the seventh day from all his work (striving)
…And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all 
his work..” (Gen. 1:31-2:3)

G. The idea of Night and Day prayer in the spirit of the tabernacle of David is the idea of carving 
out that resting place, the place of permanent habitation, for Him here on the earth.  When His 
searching eyes find a place where incense and song arise, it reminds Him of home; it reminds 
Him of the place of rest and He comes, sit down, reigns, and rests there.

“Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.” (Ps. 22:3) 

“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong support 
to those whose heart is blameless toward Him” (2 Chr. 16:9 ESV)

“…true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking 
such…” (Jn 4:23) 

H. Like David, we are building a throne (through worship and intercession) for Him to come and sit 
on. When the whole earth is praying and singing, then the end will come.  This is the gospel of 
His Kingdom!
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1. When the whole earth does Isaiah 42 10-12: 

“Sing to the LORD a new song, And His praise from the ends of the earth, You who go 
down to the sea, and all that is in it, You coastlands and you inhabitants of them! 11 Let 
the wilderness and its cities lift up their voice, The villages that Kedar inhabits. Let the 
inhabitants of Sela sing, Let them shout from the top of the mountains. 12 Let them give 
glory to the LORD, And declare His praise in the coastlands.”

2. Plus (+) Malachi 1:11:

“For from the rising of the sun, even to its going down, My name shall be great among 
the Gentiles; In every place incense shall be offered to My name, And a pure offering; 
For My name shall be great among the nations…”

3. And (+) Matthew 24:14a:

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the 
nations…”

4. Then (=) Isaiah 42:13 & Matthew 24:14b:

“The LORD shall go forth like a mighty man;
He shall stir up His zeal like a man of war.
He shall cry out, yes, shout aloud;
He shall prevail against His enemies.”

“…and then the end will come”

IV. DAVID’S DEDICATION AND ZEAL

A. We must not only understand what God wants, which gives us vision and zeal, but who we are 
and the value of our intercession before Him, which drives and sustains us!  Without these three 
things, the unusual dedication of David and the rigor of a lifestyle of intercession can seem out of 
place and unnecessary. 

B. Laboring in intercession is hard.  You will suffer reproach for your lifestyle (Ps. 69), feel weak 
and ineffective because you don’t see tangible results, and be overlooked and undervalued by 
most of the body of Christ.

C. The unusual dedication and zeal of David was a result of the revelation of his own identity as an 
intercessor.  When He glimpsed the eternal, unchanging heavens, he saw incessant agreement—
he saw the means and the end—and pursued and called others to it until the end of his days.  He 
understood that he would forever serve as a priest before God. We must be in perpetual 
agreement with our eternal identity, calling, and mandate as a kingdom of priests (Ex. 19:6; 
Rev. 1:6, 5:10-13, 20:6; 1 Pt. 2:5-9; etc.).
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D. Dedication without identity is hard!  Without revelation of our identity as intercessors, we will 
not connect with God’s heart and we will under-commit, burn out, and/or quit.  Jesus is the great 
intercessor!  We are growing together to look just like Him!

E. We must lay hold of the majesty and mystery of intercession if we are to sustain this reality for 
decades and find a place for God to rest (Shekinah glory to reside).

1. The majesty of intercession: God has chosen intercession as the primary means by 
which He releases His power. Jesus intercedes forever (Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:34).

He always [forever] lives to make intercession for them. (Heb. 7:25)

a) Through intercession, Jesus releases His power to rule and possess the nations (Ps. 
2:7-8).

I [Jesus] will declare the decree: The LORD [the Father] has said to Me, “You are 
My Son…Ask of Me [intercession], and I will give You the nations for Your 
inheritance…” (Ps. 2:7–8)

b) He operated in the principle of intercession by speaking the Word to create the earth 
(Gen. 1).

2. The mystery of intercession: The primary principle of intercession is simply to tell God 
what He tells us to tell Him as the means of releasing His power. It is profoundly simple; 
so much so that it is almost offensive!  It’s mystery lies in its “weakness,” simplicity, and 
accessibility to all. Intercession is God’s brilliant strategy for including the saints in 
ruling with Him in power. 

F. Beloved, the labor is worth it!  Our prayers matter before God.  They take on substance and 
ascend as literal fragrance before His throne!  It is in response to our intercession that He 
moves!  We cannot twist God’s arm, but we can move His heart!

1. Revelation of prayer (and worship) to move God’s heart and usher in (hasten) His 
return (justice). (1 Th. 5:17; Lk. 18; Mt. 9:38; 2 Th. 3:1; Ps. 22:3; Is. 62:6-7; Rev. 22:17; 
Mal. 1:11; Gen. 18:17-33; Ex. 32:10-14; 2 Chr. 34:22-28; Jer. 18:7-10; 51:6-8; Ezek. 
18:21-28; 33:10-14; Dan. 4:29; Amos 5:14-15; 7:1-6; Jon. 3:4-10; Mal. 3:16-4:6).. The 
principle of intercession (Jn. 1:1-3; Gen 1; Heb. 1:3, 11:3; Jas. 1:18; Ps. 33:6; Ps. 2:8; 
Jer. 29:7; etc).

Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest send out laborers into His harvest. (Mt 9:38)

7  ...The LORD has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. 8  Ask of Me, 
and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance and the ends of the earth for Your 
possession. (Ps. 2:7-8)
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By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,  and all the host of them by the breath of His 
mouth. (Ps. 33:7)

V. PRACTICAL AGREEMENT AND THE VALUE OF CORPORATE ENGAGEMENT

A. How then should we respond?  What must we do? Realize that God has something BIGGER on 
His agenda than a little refreshing or a season of breakthrough.

1. Purpose in your heart to go after what God wants!  Duty becomes Diligence which 
becomes Delight.  Emotion always follows affection/action. 

2. Be willing to put in the hours together!  It is okay to be a little tired for the rest of your 
life.  Labor in prayer together.  This will help sustain you.  

3. Don’t accept “business as usual.” Go hard after His heart! Please Him, not man.

B. Our corporate agreement with God’s heart and plan changes the atmosphere over cities and 
nations!  Think of watchmen on a wall!  When we give God the justice due His name, He 
releases social justice into our lives, community, society (Lk 18). 

C. Hunger and thirst for these realities to be awakened in your own life and your community. 
PRAY TOGETHER for them to come forth! You cannot own the revelation of intercession.  I 
don’t own it.  It belongs to God.  He just shows it to us.  

D. Corporate Agreement puts us in a place to receive a blessing (Ps. 133).  Pray for it.  Practice it.  
Corporate prayer must be priority, not just an occasional thing.  Think of Acts church.  We only 
attain the fullness of the measure of God when we pray together.

1. The only appropriate response to what we see taking place in the earth (Ps. 2) is to gather 
in solemn assemblies(Joel 2)—prayer together in unity (Hag. 2:7; Zeph. 2:1-3; 2 Chr. 
7:14; Jer. 18:7-8; Ezek. 9; Ezek. 22:30; .  This response releases the greater measure of 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 2), which leads to us becoming the dwelling place of the Father 
(Eph. 2).

Andrew Harman is an intercessory missionary in the Dayton/Cincinnati region.  Prior to coming back to Dayton in 2014, he helped 
give leadership to the International House of Prayer in Kansas City’s (IHOPKC) internships since 2010 and also assisted in leading 
students in the House of Prayer Leadership program of IHOPU.  Andrew and his wife, Lauren, are committed to raising up a 
generation of forerunners who, like John the Baptist, proclaim the coming of the Lord Jesus to the earth in power and glory.  They 
have one beautiful daughter, Lily.
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