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Psalm 132: David’s Vow of Spiritual Violence 
I. REMEMBERING DAVID’S VOW 

A. As a young man, David vowed to dedicate his life to finding a “dwelling place” for God (Ps. 132).  
David’s vow included establishing a building for the ark to be placed in and for God’s power and 
presence to be manifested. The ark was associated with the release of God’s power and presence.  

1Lord, remember David and all his afflictions; 2How he…vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob: 
3“Surely I will not go into the chamber of my house, or go up to the comfort of my bed; 4I will 
not give sleep to my eyes…5Until I find a place  [a temple to house the ark] for the Lord, a 
dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.” 6Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah 
[Bethlehem]; we found it in the fields [Kirjath Jearim]… 8Arise, O Lord, to Your resting place… 
(Ps. 132:1–8)

1. “Resting place” (v. 8, 14)—or a “dwelling place” (v. 5, 13)—both speak of the same 
reality. In principle, it can refer to places where the fullness of God’s purpose for a specific 
time is released and, moreover, a place where man is in perpetual agreement with Him. It is 
a place where God’s purpose is done to the fullest measure ordained by God in that season. 

What does divine rest entail? Most of us think of rest as disengagement from the cares, 
worries and tasks of life. What comes to mind is sleeping in or taking an afternoon nap. 
But in the ancient world rest is what results when a crisis has been resolved or when 
stability has been achieved, when things have “settled down.” Consequently normal 
routines can be established and enjoyed. For deity this means that the normal operations 
of the cosmos can be undertaken. This is more a matter of engagement without obstacles 
rather than disengagement without responsibilities.  1

2. Ephrathah: Ephrathah and Bethlehem are the same place (Ruth 1:2; 4:11; 1 Sam. 17:12; 
Mic. 5:2). David grew up in Ephrathah hearing “revival stories” of God’s power associated 
with the ark (v. 6). It marked him in his youth.  

3. Found it in the fields: The ark sat in the forest village of Kirjath Jearim (lit. the fields of 
the forests), where it lay neglected for about 70 years. Bethlehem was 10 miles from 
Kirjath Jearim.  

4. Jacob: Jacob experienced an open heaven (Gen. 28) and wrestled with an angel for the full 
breakthrough of blessing (Gen. 32). The “God of Jacob” (v. 1, 5) speaks of the God of the 
open heaven and the God who gives more when His people wrestle with Him for it.  
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5. Until: The “until” in verse 5 is similar to the “until” in Isaiah 62:7, when intercessors cry 
out “until” Jesus establishes His throne (dwelling place) in Jerusalem making it a praise in 
the earth (Jer. 3:17). 

6On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen; all day and all night they will 
never keep silent. You who remind the Lord, take no rest for yourselves; 7and give Him 
no rest until He establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth. (Isa. 62:6-7 
NAS)

B. The ministry and lifestyle of David serve as sign-posts to God’s desires and the way He wants us 
to respond to Him.  David set his affection on the house of the Lord and, with all of his might, he 
went after the vision of God’s heart. He serves as an example of how we ought to respond to the 
beckoning of the Lord and we should, therefore, take his narrative into serious consideration. 

“Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live; And I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you—the sure mercies of David.  Indeed I have given him as a 
witness to the people, a leader and commander for the people.” (Is. 55:3-4)

C. David did not make–and diligently pursue–this vow in a vacuum.  He feasted on the Word (Ps.1:2; 
40:8; 119:24,97; etc) and gained a revelation of God’s desire for a resting place on the earth. David 
understood the LORD’s heart and it produced a longing to see God’s desires fulfilled, even above 
his own vision, calling, and desires.  

“One thing have I desired...” (Ps. 27:4)

II. DAVID AND THE VOW THAT CHANGED HISTORY

A. All of Israel’s enemies were subdued, wars had ceased, the economy was bustling, and the city 
was at rest, yet David was not satisfied.  He had tasted a little of the glory! He was a rest, but was 
wrecked by the fact that God was not. 

“Now it came about when the king lived in his house, and the LORD had given him rest on 
every side from all his enemies, that the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells within tent curtains."(2 Sam. 7:1-2)

B. David tastes rest and gains understanding of what God is missing!  “THIS is what YHWH wants!  
I won’t taste it again until I give this to Him!” 

C. From his heart springs the vow and all of his days are given to fulfilling the will of God in his 
generation (Act. 13:36). He touched the very desire of God’s heart (without the Lord ever 
articulating it) and like John the Baptist, he embraced spiritual violence (Mt. 11:12) against the 
status quo to fulfill it. The very thought that anyone would choose this wrecks God’s heart in 
response.  

“‘Go, do all that is in your mind, for the LORD is with you.’...‘You would build a house for Me 
to dwell in?’”(2 Sam. 7:3-5)
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D. The psalmist knew that God was moved by David’s commitment so he prayed that God would 
remember it. We are called to remember God’s promises, but here God is called to remember a 
man’s dedication—remember the vow David made, how he pressed in to You, O God!  

1Lord, remember David and all his afflictions; 2How he…vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob: 
3“Surely I will not go into the chamber of my house, or go up to the comfort of my bed; 4I will 
not give sleep to my eyes…5Until I find a place for the Lord, a dwelling place for the Mighty 
One of Jacob.” 6Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah [Bethlehem]… (Ps. 132:1-6)

1. Vow: David’s vow is expressed in verses 3-5. Believers throughout history have embraced 
the spirit of this vow. A vow to be wholehearted in seeking for the fullness of God’s 
purpose—this vow is at the heart of the end-time revival as well as the missions and prayer 
movement.  

2. Afflictions: The vow that David made was costly and caused him pressure and persecution. 
This prayer is that God would remember the resistance, difficulty, and reproach that David 
endured.  

3. David’s house, bed, and sleep: David had a higher priority than building his own house–
his own comfort, family, ministry, calling, and finances. David’s house spoke of his 
domestic life and personal resources. His bed spoke of his personal comfort. Not giving 
sleep to his eyes spoke of pouring out his strength sometimes for long hours contending to 
see God’s will fully done.  

III. THE SPIRIT OF DAVID’S VOW (PS. 69) 

A. David’s vow was not recorded in Scripture, but it was well known to those who knew him.  
In Psalm 69:7-12 we gain insight into his vow. David described there the afflictions that he 
endured from his youth related to his zeal for God’s house–and his lifestyle because of it.  

7For Your sake I have borne reproach; shame has covered my face. 8I have become a stranger 
to my brothers, and an alien to my mother’s children; 9because zeal for Your house has eaten 
me up, and the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me. 10When I wept and 
chastened my soul with fasting that became my reproach…11I became a byword to them. 
12Those who sit in the gate speak against me…I am the song of the drunkards. (Ps. 69:7-12) 

1. Reproach: David bore reproach because of his zeal for God (v. 7, 9, 10). Many believers 
draw back because of the fear of man as they cannot bear the reproach.  

2. Shame: The shame of past failure and weakness did not stop David (v. 5-6). 

3. Stranger: David’s seven older brothers treated David like a stranger, as if he were not in 
their family because of what he believed (1 Sam. 16:10). They rejected and accused him of 
being filled with pride and delusion because he was so zealous for God (1 Sam. 17:28).  
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4. Zeal: David bore reproach because of his zeal for God’s house or temple (v. 9). They 
mocked David because he had a vision to see a breakthrough in his day. We must zealously 
stand for what God is zealous for in this generation.  

5. Fasting: David was mocked for fasting that God’s house would one day be filled with 
glory (v. 10). His brothers laughed at his vision and lifestyle. 

6. Byword: David became a byword to his family and friends (v. 11). They told jokes about 
him because of the intensity with which he sought God.  

7. Sit in the gate: The spiritual and political leaders in his community spoke against him. 

8. Drunkards: In the taverns, the drunkards mocked him with songs about his zeal for God.  

B. There are various reasons why sincere believers draw back from seeking God with zeal. 

1. Fear of criticism from others in the body of Christ steals much from some who sincerely 
want to press into God. They give up their vision because of wanting people to like them.  

2. Some draw back because of the love of comfort—they want things to be easier. 

3. Some draw back because they are fixated on their ministry growing—it takes too much 
time away from ministry networking, and increasing their ministry profile. 

4. Some draw back because they want more money—seeking God diligently takes much 
time. The time and decisions involved in going hard for God sometimes affects our 
finances. 

IV. A TWOFOLD BREAKTHROUGH 

A. It is important to understand what Scripture teaches about “breakthrough”—it describes a twofold 
breakthrough. Jesus accomplished a full breakthrough for us in the spirit, and we partner with Him 
for a breakthrough of the fullness of His purpose in the natural.  

B. Paul’s declaration that we are a new creation in Christ has vast implications (2 Cor. 5:17).  
We receive the very righteousness of God (2 Cor. 5:21). All things pertaining to our born-again 
spirit have been made new. We are freely accepted by God, have authority in Jesus’ name, and 
have the indwelling Spirit so that we may effectively resist sin, sickness, and Satan.  

17If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away…all things have 
become new…21that we [our spirit] might become the righteousness of God. (2 Cor. 5:17-21) 

C. We have confidence in the breakthrough that fully occurred in the spirit because of Jesus’ death.  
We contend for breakthrough in the natural so that God’s purpose will be fully released on earth. 
That is, we have confidence in what Jesus did, so we contend that it be openly manifested on earth. 
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1. The breakthrough in the spirit is seen by believers with eyes of faith.  

2. The breakthrough in the natural can be seen by unbelievers with natural eyes.  

D. God offers greater measures of grace for those who humbly seek for it with all of their heart.  
We do not earn a greater measure of grace, but position ourselves to freely experience more of it. 

6He gives a greater grace…God…gives grace to the humble… (Jas. 4:6, NAS)

33With great power the apostles gave witness…and great grace was upon them… (Acts 4:33)

2Grace…be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God…18grow in grace… (2 Pet. 3:2, 18)

E. Some confuse these two dimensions of breakthrough and thus are content with far less than what 
Jesus made available. They are content with Jesus’ breakthrough in the spirit regardless of the 
measure they experience in the natural. Set your heart to contend for the fullness of all that God 
has ordained for your generation—always seek a double portion of what you currently walk in. 

F. Some reduce their definition of revival so that it makes no demands on their life. Do not dumb 
down your vision for a full breakthrough of revival. Do not be comforted by the religious rhetoric 
that claims you are now walking in the fullness of all that has been made available. 

G. David’s heart was gripped with something bigger than his personal comfort and promotion.  
There is something bigger than our music or preaching ministry, or marketplace assignment, etc. 
Speaking of the early church fathers, Thomas Merton said in his book The Wisdom of the Desert:  

Society . . . was regarded [by the Desert Fathers] as a shipwreck from which each single individual 
man had to swim for his life . . . These were men who believed that to let oneself drift along, 
passively accepting the tenets and values of what they knew as society, was purely and simply a 
disaster.

H. God told Solomon that his father David “did well” in seeking to build His house (Mt. 25:21).  
It was in David’s heart to build a temple in Jerusalem to house the ark of the covenant, which 
moved God’s heart. David wanted more than a tent for the ark. He wanted more than the norm. 

8The Lord said to my [Solomon] father David, “Whereas it was in your heart to build a temple 
for My name, you did well in that it was in your heart.” (2 Chr. 6:8) 

I. The Father’s response to David’s desire and the vow of radical pursuit was to make an everlasting 
covenant with him and his house! First He says, “I’m going to do exactly what you wanted: build 
Myself an everlasting, unmoving house. On top of that, I’m going to build you a house! I’m going 
to give your people peace, set up an eternal throne for your descendants, and restore the 
relationship with humanity that I desired in the garden through your seed!” Radical pursuit pays 
well…
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